
Moving Checklist 
8 weeks before move day 

 Start collecting supplies – boxes, packing tape, permanent maker, bubble wrap, 

garbage bags. 

 Finalise furniture orders and provide a delivery date. 

 Start culling! Decide on what will be donated, given away or recycled. Then actually 

donate, give away or recycle (in other words, don’t wait until the last minute or 

you’ll find yourself stuffing it in the back of the moving truck). 

 Investigate removalists or truck rentals. There are better deals if you book early. 

 Grab a floor plan (or sketch one) of your new house and start thinking about 

where your furniture will go. Find a new home for anything that won’t be needed. 

 Consider whether you will have enough stuff to hold a garage sale. Maybe your 

neighbours will have some things they would like to sell too? 

6 weeks before move day 
 If you’re doing the moving on your own, begin bribing friends and family now. 

 Start using up the food in the fridge, freezer and pantry. Whatever you eat now 

you won’t have to move later. 

 If you haven’t already, book the removalists or truck rental before you miss out 

on the day you want. 

4 weeks before move day 
 If you have room to store the boxes, start packing things you can live without for 

a month. 

 Set up services for the new house and organise for services at the old house to be 

disconnected: 

o internet 

o phone 

o water 

o electricity/gas 

o garbage collection. 



2 weeks before move day 
 Organise home and contents insurance for the new house. Double check that all 

your stuff will be covered during the move. 

 Return anything you’ve borrowed, like library books and DVDs and collect 

anything you’ve lent out. 

 Change address with all your friends, family and service providers: 

o water 

o gas 

o electricity 

o insurance (car, house, health, life) 

o car registration 

o council 

o home phone, mobile phone and internet 

o health services (Medicare, E-health records) 

o electorate  

o Australian tax office 

o memberships 

o work 

o banks 

o magazine subscriptions 

 Take a photo of the back of all your electronic equipment (tvs, stereos, computer) 

so you know where all the cords will go. Consider labelling the cords. 

 Are you currently renting? Give the lawn a final mow and organise for a cleaner to 

come the day after you move to clean up after you. If you’re cleaning it yourself, 

make sure you leave out your cleaning supplies. 

 Will your new house be clean? Consider organising a cleaner to come a day or two 

before you move in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 week before move day 
 Congratulate yourself for not leaving everything to the last minute.  

 Alternatively, panic because you printed the checklist but didn’t actually do any of 

it. Uh-oh! 

 Make sure you have enough snacks, pizza and beer sorted for your moving 

buddies. If you’re thinking about throwing something on the BBQ then you had 

better make sure the BBQ (and the tongs) arrives first! 

 Get some pest spray onto your outdoor furniture (check the stuff in the shed also) 

so that no nasties try to make a meal of you while you’re moving it. 

 Pack an essentials box- things you’ll be likely to need during or immediately after 

the move: 

o TOILET PAPER (you can thank me later) 

o cleaning supplies 

o kettle, tea, coffee, milk, sugar and mugs 

o paper towel and plates 

o garbage bags 

o sharp knife 

o scissors 

o change of clothes 

o bed sheets and pillows 

o phone charger 

o soap and towels 

o toothbrush and toothpaste 

o medication 

o breakfast for the following morning, snacks 

o any tools you’ll need for reassembling furniture 

 Disassemble as much of the furniture as you can. Put all the screws, pins, clips or 

other loose bits in a zip-lock bag. Tape the bag to the furniture so it won’t be lost.  

 Um, time to pack everything else, we’ve only got a week to go! 

 If you already have access to the new house grab a pack of post-it notes or some 

low-adhesive tape (like painters tape) and label the kitchen cupboards with what 

you want in each one. That way your moving buddies can start stacking things 

away without asking you where you want them. Do the same for the bathroom 

vanity, pantry and linen cupboard. You might even want to pop a note on each of 

the room’s doors with what furniture belongs in there. 

 If you’re moving pot plants, stop watering them a few days before the move so 

they won’t be dripping all over the place. 



Day before move day 
 Disconnect your fridge, freezer and washing machine. Give them a clean and let 

them dry out for a good 24 hours. Make sure you drain the hoses on the washing 

machine. Many new fridges also need to be drained. Last thing we want is soggy 

boxes. 

 Unplug all your appliances and put the cords in a labelled bag so you won’t be 

digging around for them later. Tape power cords to the backs of appliances with 

masking tape so they’re not dangling everywhere, ready to trip someone over. 

 Don’t pack the vacuum cleaner just yet – you’ll probably need it to clean up all the 

dust that has accumulated under the lounge. Don’t worry, it happens to everyone. 

 Confirm times with the removalist/friends/truck hire. 

 Make sure everything is packed and labelled. Count up how many boxes you have 

and note the number down so you can check that the same amount of boxes 

arrives. 

 Disassemble the last of the furniture. 

Moving day 
 If you’re hiring a truck you’re probably getting up early to go and pick it up. Read 

the conditions of the hire carefully and take photos of the condition of the truck 

before you drive it. 

 Put your comfy shoes on and clothes you don’t mind getting dirty.  

 Time to load the truck. Pack larger furniture into the truck and smaller, more 

breakable items in the car.  

 You won’t have time for a checklist today! 


